THE  SCOPE   OF   POLITICAL   GEOGRAPHY             IJ

error underlying the whole theory of Geopolitik seems to lie
in the misinterpretation of the time factor. All States, as well
as the political world order, are the results of historical evolu-
tion. To a varying extent, they represent an inheritance from
the past and, at least in part, they are rooted in the past.

This ought not to suggest that over-emphasis should be
placed on past achievements. Often, and especially in the
case of European States, "too much history is remembered",
and efforts to revive the greatness and glory of an earlier time
have led to dismal failures, as recent events in Italy prove only
too well.

Again, too much remembered history leads to a rigidity
of outlook, and fosters an unwillingness to change shapes and
boundaries of States, with a resultant liability to friction and
clashes. By realizing and appreciating the continuity of the
development of political units, in whatever form they may take,
it is possible to grasp the fact that any new system must be
grafted on to a pre-existing stock. There can be no absolutely
fresh start in these matters. Any attempt to impose a new
order, regardless of past and present conditions, implies a
misinterpretation of historical events as well as a failure to
understand political patterns and relationships. The Germans
not only misjudged the timing of their attempted world
conquest, but assessed wrongly the forces of cohesion and
resistance which proved too successful for them. Their
subjectivity, stronger but more blind than Mussolini's sacro
egoismoy prevented them from developing a balanced outlook
on their own conditions and those of other States; they appear
to have been lacking in a sense of perspective in time and
space.

The evolution of the existing forms of States and r" State
relationships is properly the sphere of Historical G^         ' ^.
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